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Studies in Church History
A Study of Baptist Origins and Historicity
by Pastor Tim Goad
Free Grace Baptist Church, San Antonio, Texas

The Reformers and Their Stepchildren
The condition of church and state (corpus Christianum) has continually had
outspoken opponents since its inception in the 4th century under Constantine.
All through the long medieval night of papal terror and up to the present day
of accommodation and compromise, there has never been a time when then
voice of dissent and nonconformity was not heard, protesting against
established religion and coerced uniformity. The most prominent target of
that protest has been the arrogant usurpation of Christ’s Kingly Authority
and Headship over His churches and the souls of men, whether that
usurpation was Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran, Presbyterian, or any
other. As it has been, so shall it ever be. This enduring testimony of dissent,
this genuine Christian nonconformity arises as the inevitable response of the
Christian soul to the internal witness of the Spirit toward the truth and
supreme authority of God’s Word. Consequently, the origin, nature and
history of Christ’s churches can never be adequately discerned or explained
apart from some grasp of the Biblical truths advocated and defended
throughout the history of genuine Christian dissent and nonconformity.”
- The Baptist Standard Bearer, Inc.

Introduction
!

Dating the Reformation
!
!

!

Before 1517
1517 and later

A Battle on Two Fronts

“Before the Reformation was ten years along it had become evident that
not all who were rebelling against the medieval order were of one mind
and one heart. It had become apparent that within the camp of the
dissenters there were deep seated differences, tensions of such dimensions
that a parting of the ways was in the making. It had become plain that
the Reformers would as a result be obliged to deploy some of their forces
to a second front; they would have to divide their energies between two
opponents, Rome and the Radicals.”
- Verduin
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Introduction (Continued)
!

Who comprised the “Second Front”?
!

The “Left Wing of the Reformation”?
!

!

Luther’s early view on justification by faith

!

The “Radicals of the Reformation”?

!

The “Stepchildren of the Reformation”

What did the “Stepchildren” believe?
!

Regenerate church membership

!

Credobaptism vs. Paedobaptism

!

Sola Scriptura

Introduction (Continued)
“What erupted at the Second Front was a resurgence of those
tendencies and opinions that had for centuries already existed over
against the medieval order; it was connected with ancient circles
in which, in spite of the persecutions, a body of ancient opinions
and convictions was still alive. It was not a thing arising without
deeper root out of the events that began in 1517. To ignore this
fact is to fall into error, an error the more serious since even the
experts have strayed into it…The Stepchildren believed that the
Church of Christ is by definition an element in society, not society
as such. Their opponents, the Reformers as well as the Catholics,
were unwilling to go along with this; they continued to look upon
the Church as coextensive with society.”
- Verduin

Introduction (Continued)
!

Luther’s Dilemma
!

!

!

Corpus Christi or Corpus Christianum?

Stepchildren NOT Reformers
!

Wiedertaufer

!

Sacramentschwarmer

!

Rottengeister

Torn between two loyalties
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Questions?
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